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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Date: 24
th

 March 2021 

 

WORK STARTS ON NEW £4 MILLION INDUSTRIAL 

DEVELOPMENT IN SOUTH KIRKBY 
 

Northern Trust is pleased to confirm that work on their new 34,132 sq ft industrial 

development in South Kirkby has started on site following the purchase of the 3 acre 

plot at South Kirkby Business Park from Wakefield Council.  

 

The new development which is being part funded by the European Regional 

Development Fund will provide 26 units with sizes ranging from 538 sq ft up to 3,315 

sq ft. The new units will be arranged in 3 separate terraced blocks and constructed to 

a high specification. The units over 2,200 sq ft will include an integral office, and 

each unit will benefit from dedicated parking and good communal circulation space.   

The development will be constructed in line with BREEAM and has been designed to 

be energy efficient, with 30% of the site being given over to Green and Blue 

infrastructure. 

 

Neil McManus, Senior Development Manager at Northern Trust commented “We are 

delighted to have the support of European Regional Development Fund in bringing 

forward this strategic development. This development will complement our existing 

ownership in the Yorkshire region and provide much needed workshop 

accommodation for small and medium sized enterprises looking to set up or relocate 

to the area.  Considering the current economic climate this development shows our 

commitment to investing in the area and creating jobs for the local economy, with 

the current Northern Trust portfolio housing in the region of 18,000 jobs.” 

 

The new development when completed will be actively managed by Northern Trust’s 

in house managing agents, Whittle Jones. The Yorkshire portfolio currently 

comprises 34 assets, of which 32 are industrial/trade and 2 are office schemes 

totalling over 850,000 sq ft in more than 440 units. 

 

The site has been purchased from Wakefield Council and forms part of South Kirkby 

Business Park Enterprise Zone. South Kirkby Business Park consists of sites 

remediated for development on the former South Kirkby Colliery utilising The 
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National Coalfields Programme and the European Regional Development Fund 

ReCHAR II Programme.      

 

Neil continued “Wakefield Council have done an excellent job creating this active 

business park from the former South Kirkby Colliery.  Northern Trust are delighted to 

be able to increase the parks offering with our SME product, which will allow smaller 

local businesses and regional depots to get a foothold in the area. We know from 

experience that our product increases opportunities and employment in the areas 

we build, so look forward to completion of the development. Wakefield has been 

excellent to work with and have provided continued support for this scheme from its 

initial conception.” 

 

Cllr Darren Byford, Wakefield Council’s Cabinet Member for Economic Growth and 

Regeneration, said: “We are delighted that Northern Trust have chosen to build their 

new development here in South Kirkby – which shows confidence in the district 

being an attractive place for businesses to start up or relocate to. 

“We are really proud of what our district has to offer and as national and local 

economies begin to recover from the effects of Covid-19, Wakefield has shown itself 

to be a district of choice for businesses looking to rebuild, recover and grow.” 

For more details on the new development or to register your interest please contact 

Whittle Jones Yorkshire on 01924 282020 or email Yorkshire@whittlejones.co.uk.  

 

- End   – 

 

 

Notes to Editors:  

Press Enquiries; Northern Trust/Whittle Jones: Rosalyn Godsmark, 01257 238555 or 

rgodsmark@lyntonhouse.com  

 

 

                                      
 

 

European Regional Development Fund 

 

The project is receiving up to £1.954 million of funding from the England European 

Regional Development Fund as part of the European Structural and Investment 

Funds Growth Programme 2014-2020.  The Ministry of Housing, Communities and 

Local Government (and in London the intermediate body Greater London Authority) 

is the Managing Authority for European Regional Development Fund. Established by 

the European Union, the European Regional Development Fund helps local areas 

stimulate their economic development by investing in projects which will support 

innovation, businesses, create jobs and local community regenerations.  For more 

information visit https://www.gov.uk/european-growth-funding. 
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*** 

 

Northern Trust is a privately owned company, established in 1962, with a successful track 

record in property investment, development, land management and regeneration. 

The existing property portfolio extends to over 8 million sq ft of industrial, trade counter and 

office parks, together with more than 5,000 acres of land throughout the UK, with circa 

1,500 acres currently being promoted through the planning process for mixed use 

development.  

Northern Trust works closely with house builders, local authorities and special purchasers in 

bringing forward regeneration opportunities; and secures planning for circa 2,000 new 

homes a year. Our current projects covering more than 50 sites incorporate a mixture of 

uses including the potential of bringing forward a further 6,000 new homes.   

In addition, Northern Trust has developed over 3 million sq ft of commercial space in over 

50 locations with a further 0.5 million sq ft currently under construction or with planning 

being prepared for commencement on site within the next year. The company also benefits 

from a supplementary land bank for the longer term.  

The Commercial and Industrial portfolio contains circa 4,000 individual units with unit sizes 

ranging from as little as 285 sq ft up to c 50,000 sq ft and office suites from as little as 1 

person upwards. Premises are situated in over 200 separate locations and the portfolio 

extends from the South Midlands to the central belt of Scotland. Through recent acquisitions 

and development almost 1 million sq ft has been added to the portfolio. The portfolio is 

actively managed by Northern Trust's in-house surveying practice Whittle Jones. Whittle 

Jones have regional offices in the North West, North East, Yorkshire, Midlands and Scotland.  

New and existing customers looking for industrial and office accommodation can search 

the Whittle Jones website.  

Northern Trust has substantial funds available for new investment, development, and 

regeneration initiatives throughout the UK. For further information on Northern Trust 

please visit our website at www.northerntrust.co.uk 

 


